 Watertown Township Board Meeting

May 13, 2020
COVID-19 Conference Call Meeting per Governor’s Executive Stay at Home Order
Pyles called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   Nelson, Pyles, Thatcher and Schlosser were present. Worvie was absent. Fire Chief Herington and two (2) guests also attended. Boyd Vollweiler for the whole meeting and Paul Quinn called in for public comment. Everyone participated by calling 567-297-2811 and entering the PIN 779 930 329#, this was posted in 3 public spots, including the website and the hall door so everyone could attend. 

Pyles stated the minutes of the previous meeting were available on the website, posted at the hall and are available through FOIA if needed.                                                            
Fire Report Herington reported on five (5) fire runs. Herington stated after almost a year of being an open position, he finally filled the spot of safety officer with Bill Parsell.  Bill has already started by using his 15 years of experience by getting everyone’s immunization records, getting it set up for the department to get their TB and Hep A shots, and bringing the hall up to OSHA requirements. Pyles made a motion to accept Herington’s recordation to make Parsell the safety officer. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried. Pyles stated she would like, Parsell, Block and Thatcher to come in to be sworn in for their positions.  The Fire Service is making a push for all departments to protect their fire fighters with barrier free materials to help prevent cancer. Many firefighters get cancer after years of service due to the materials used in houses and automobiles. The department’s turn out gear is good but there are 3 things needed department wide. 1. New helmets with the particulate barrier, proper ear flaps, visor and badges. Pyles made a motion to allow the department to order the proper, safe helmets for all the firefighters. Schlosser seconded the motion. Motion carried. 2. Fire hoods (the masks needed for under the helmets), particulate barrier free. Pyles made the motion to allow the department to order the safe fire hoods for the whole department at the cost of no more than $1375. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried. 3. Gloves that are also up to the safety standards needed. Schlosser made a motion to allow the department to spend the $1200 on the gloves needed for the firefighters. Pyles seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Zoning Report Pyles shared Sparks report, 7 new sheds or barns, 1 addition, 1 steel building and 3 fences. Also there will be another variance meeting June 4th. 
Blight:  Pyles gave a 2 month report. 6 new cases, 22 extensions, 5 closed cases and 3 waiting for tickets when the courts reopen. Also Pyles reminded everyone the Cook hearing was postponed until June.













                                                      Library Report  Pyles stated Sherry was working on the history book in down time. She also shared that the library sent a letter, a copy of a speech given at the Watertown Center School in 1920 and a check for $20.20 to all the seniors living in Watertown Township. These seniors being affected by the pandemic and missing their last year of school. Kids were included from Millington, Mayville, Juniata Christian, Lakeville and homeschool. 
Treasurer’s Report: Schlosser presented the treasurer’s report with the following balances on 04/30/2020:

General Fund

     $154,767.83
Library Account

           1,823.31


Fire Dept. Reserve Fund         87,686.43
Trust & Agency

              171.97
Tax Collections
                        2,980.10                                                                                                                                   
Certificates of Deposit


# 60726                  $24,859.60











# 63529                    10,050.18











# 63530                    18,345.25











# 63690                    10,018.86
             # 63770                    24,279.60
Pyles motioned to approve Treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried.                          
Clerk’s Report:  Pyles submitted the May vouchers as follows: General Fund $13,014.14 with the addition of DTE overhead and Charter; Library Fund $471.05; Fire Fund $2,840.50. Schlosser motioned to approve the vouchers and have checks drawn on the same, seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried. Pyles filled the board in that this year’s audit was being done remotely and she was submitting all documentation by mail or email to the accountants. Pyles the discussed the treatment of North Lake. She stated #1 that due to the Covid-19 pandemic this was not a possibility to take care of this spring, she was looking into a fall treatment or other solutions or ideas. #2 The township will be filing suit for breach of contract with the company they hired to treat the lake for, not pulling the permits, not following his contract, and trying to price gouge after the pandemic started. 
#3 Pyles wanted it on record she is fighting for the people of North Lake and she will not give up on getting the lake treated.




















                                          Public Comment  Mr. Quinn requested the township contact the store and have them move their sign that is blocking the walkway for the walkers in town. Pyles did contact the store, sign was moved.
                                                                                                                                                                                         Schlosser made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Nelson seconded motion.  Motion carried.  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:32 PM.       

Minutes prepared by:  Malisa Pyles, Township Clerk

_______________________________________
____________________________________

Frank Worvie, Supervisor

   Date

Malisa Pyles, Clerk

          Date
