Ordinance # 34 

Blight 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF BLIGHT THE TOWNSHIP OF WATERTOWN ORDIANS:

This Ordinance shall be known and be cited as THE TOWNSHIP OF WATERTOWN BLIGHT ORDINANCE 

SECTION 1.  Cause of Blight or Blighting Factors: 


It is hereby determined that the following uses, structures and activities are causes of blight or blighting factors which, if allowed to exist, will tend to result in blighted and undesirable neighborhoods.  No person, firm or corporation of any kind shall maintain or permit to maintain any of the following causes of blight or blighting factors upon any property in the Township of Watertown owned, used, rented or occupied by such person, firm or corporation.

· In any area zoned for residential, commercial, industrial or agricultural purposes, the storage upon any property of junk automobiles, except in a completely enclosed building.  For the purpose of this section the term “junk automobiles” shall include any motor vehicle which is not licensed for use upon the highways in the State of Michigan for a period in excess of thirty days (unless overseas in active military duty) and shall also include whether so licensed or not, any vehicle which is inoperable for any reason for a period in excess of thirty days.  For the purpose of this section the term “junk automobiles” shall exclude any motor vehicle which is involved in the following activities or uses, to wit:  

· Any motor vehicle(s) used in a seasonable manner for agricultural, commercial or recreational activity i.e., campers and/or motorhomes, if said motor vehicle(s) was license within the preceding of twelve-month period. 

· Motor vehicles not exceeding two in number which are in good faith offered for sale for a period not to exceed thirty days. 

· In any area zoned for residential, commercial, industrial or agricultural purposes, the storage upon any property of building materials unless there is in force a valid building permit issued by the appropriate governmental agency for construction upon said property and said material are intended for use in connection with such construction or are a part of stock or trade business located upon said property.  Building material shall include but shall not be limited to lumber, bricks, concrete or cinder block, plumbing materials, electric or wiring equipment, heating ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws, seasonal fences (snow fence) or any other materials used in constructing any structure. 

· In any area zoned for residential, commercial, industrial or agricultural purposes, the storage or accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish or refuse any kind except in a complete enclosed building.  Domestic refuse shall be allowed if stored in such manner as other residential structure for a period not to exceed seven days.  The term “junk” shall include parts of motor vehicles, unused stoves or other appliances stored in the open, remnants of wood, metal or other material, or other cast-off materials of any kind whether or not the same could be put to reasonable use. 

· In any area zoned for residential, commercial, industrial or agricultural purposes, any vacant dwelling, garage, or other outbuildings unless they are kept securely locked, windows kept glazed, or nearly boarded up or otherwise protected to prevent entrance thereto by vandals. 













                                                                                                                                                            
· Within a platted assessor roll, excluding agricultural fields, all grass, weeds, and/or underbrush must be maintained at a height to not exceed 8 inches.

SECTION 2.  Enforcement and Penalties:

· This section shall be enforced by such persons as shall be designated by the Watertown Township Board. 

· The owner, if possible, and the occupant of any property upon which any of the causes of blight or blighting factors set forth in Section 1 hereof is found to exist shall be notified in writing by the Watertown Township Ordinance Enforcement Officer where bonafide efforts to remove or eliminate such causes of blight or blighting factors are in progress. 

· Failure to comply with such notice by the owner and/or occupant within the time allowed pursuant to this Ordinance shall constitute a violation of this section. 

· Any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this ordinance is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, subject to payment of a civil fine not less than $500.00, plus costs and other sanctions, for each infraction. Repeat offenses under this ordinance shall be subject to increase fines as provided for in the Civil Infraction Ordinance, Ordinance 44
SECTION 3.  Validity: 

Should any section, clause or paragraph of this Ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the same will not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or part thereof other than the parts declared to be invalid. 

SECTION 4.  Conflicts: 

All Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, are hereby repealed.  

SECTION 5.  Effective Date: 


This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication and expiration of the time prescribed by law.

ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF WATERTOWN TOWNSHIP ON THE 10TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 1988. , adapted in December 2019, adapted April 12th 2023, Adapted January 2024.
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